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Special Focus: NPS
Awards and Recognition

UDAF's Peterson, Hopkin Honored by EPA

By Randy Parker
Marketing and Conservation Director
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food

JACKSONHOLE,WYOMING,

October 3,2001- - Cary G. Peterson,
Utah Commissioner of Agricultureand
Food and GeorgeHopkin, Chief of
Environmentd Quality wererecognized
by theUSEPA for their leadershipin
helping Utahfarmersandranchers
addresswater quality concerns.
PetersonreceivedtheRegion8
“Administrator’ sAward” andHopkin
receivedthe® Friend of EPA Award”.

TheEPA'’ sRegion8semiannual
meeting heldin JacksonHole, pro-
vided anopportunity for stateagricul-
turecommissionersand environmental
quaity administratorsfromUtah,
Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, North
Dakotaand South Dakotato coordi-
nateefforts, shareconcernsand
developstrategy. ChristineTodd-
Whitman, EPA Administrator joined
withtheRegion 8 staff and state
leadersto map out astrategy for the
federa/statepartnership.

“I recognizethat agricultureis
impacted by decisonsmadeby EPA
andworkingtogether isthebest way
for ustoaddresstheissues,” Whitman
pointed out. “1 am happy withthe
directionRegion8ismovingandthe
rel ationshi p between our agency and
thestates. | wouldliketoreplicatethis
relationshipinother regionsacrossthe
u.s”

Governor Whitmanreported onher
agency’ sinvolvementinthe September
11, 2001 terrorist attack on New
Y ork and Washington D. C. She
vistedtheWorld TradeCenter site
withindaysof theattack acknowledg-

ingthedevastation shewitnessed,
but said*“ thistypeof full-scale
attack isnot expectedagain.” “We
arehowever, concernedthat wewill
seetargeted eventstodisruptthe
daily businessof America,” shesaid.
“Aspartof theAdministration’s
Homeland Security Programwe
expect that thestateswill havelead
rolesaswemonitor agricultura
chemicals, herbicides, pesticides,
cropdusters, unusual purchasesand
what productsareavailablethat
terroristsmight use. Asapast
Governor, | want EPA tobemore
flexiblesol encouragethestatesto
beproactiveinidentifyingareasof
needand provideusjustificationfor
change,” Whitman concluded.

Majorissuesof discussionat the
two-day conferenceincluded
Carbonsequestration, concentrated
animal feeding operations(CAFQOs),
total maximumdaily loads
(TMDL’s), thependingfarmbill,
grazinglandsandthedrought.
Conferencehost Wyoming Com-
missioner of AgricultureRonMicheli
welcomedthegroup.

Inrecognizing Petersonand
Hopkin, ActingRegion8 Adminis-
trator Jack McGraw said“Utah has
been aleader indevel oping astate
AFO/CAFO strategy that isreflec-
tiveof farmersand ranchersneeds.”
“TheUtah AFO/CAFO Strategy
that incorporatesavoluntary,
incentive-based approach hasbeen
identifiedasanationa model,”
McGraw said.

InacceptingtheRegion8
Administrator’ sAward, Peterson
gavecredittomembersof hisstaff
andthepartnershiphisagency has

George Hopkin, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, proudly displays his
"Friend of EPA" award with regional and national EPA leaders. Pictured left to right:
Jack Mcgraw, acting regional administrator, Environmental Protection Agency,
Region VI111; Christine Todd-Whitman, USEPA Administrator; Hopkin; and Kerry

Clough, EPA Region VIII.

Award
Region8Administrator'sAward

Friend of EPA Region 8

Recipient
Cary G. Peter son, UDAF Commissioner

GeorgeHopkin,UDAF

withUtah' sagricultureindustry.
“Utah’ sfarmersandranchersare
generaly good stewardsof theland
andwater and wewant to provide
themwithadditional toolsandassis-
tancefor makingimprovements,”
Petersonsaid.

Hopkin, whohascoordinated
UDAF sEnvironmenta Quality
Program for over adecade, hasbeen
anadvocatefor farmer andrancher
input championedtheUtah’ svolun-
tary, incentive-based AFO/CAFO
Strategy .
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Governor's Water Quality Award

Recognize Variety of Accomplishments

TheUtah Governor'sWater
Quality awardsareback.

Started intheearly 1990saspart
of theannual Utah Nonpoint Source
(NPS) Water Quality Conference,
theawardrecognizeindividua and
groupaccomplishmentsinNPS
preventionand control efforts.

Duringthelate 90stheawards
programjust faded away. But now,
under theleadership of Nancy
Mesner, Utah StateUniversity, the
programisback and bigger than
ever. Morethan $3,000 dollarswere
awardedinthreecategories: Indi-
vidual Accomplished, Group Accom-

plishment and Educator Accomplish-
ment. Theeducatorsawardsarenew
thisyear.

Theawardswerepresented during
anawardsluncheonin St. Georgeas
part of the 12th Annual UtahNPS
conferenceinlate September. Those
recipientsnot ableto attendwere

presentedtheir awardslocally.

AlongwithMesner, theawards
el ectioncommitteecons sted of
GeorgeBurbidge, Weber County,
KentMontague, Utah Divisionof
Water Quality, and Jack Wilbur,
Utah Department of Agricultureand
Food.

Governor's Water Quality Awards:
Individual Achievement in NPS Efforts

Many of therecipientsinthis
category arefarmersandranchers
who areworking hard to put conser-
vationprojectsontheir land. Other
reci pientsincluding someof thelocal
governmentliaisonswhowork
tirdlesslytohelplocal landowners
improvewater quality.

Someof theindividual sreceiving
awardsarefromtheUpper Sevier
River Community Watershed effort.
They arementioned by nameon page
four of thispublication. Theremaining
individual awardwinnersarefrom
throughout Utahand arementioned
onthispage.

Amongtheindividua swhowere
honoredwasAcleGillies, chairman

of theBeaver Soil Conservation
Districtandlocal championof water-
shedimprovement projectsin Beaver
County.

"Acleis85yearsold but henever
missesameeting,” said Mark Nelson,
Beaver County extensionagent.
Nelson, whonominated Gilliesfor the
award, said Gilliesworksharder than
most peoplehalf hisage.

"Heisgungho, excitedand
vibrant. At hisagethat isunbeliev-
able," Nelsoncontinued.

Nelson, whowasalsohonoredfor
hiswork coordinatingthewatershed
project, said that thelandownerslike
Gilliesarethepeoplewhomake
watershed effortswork.

Recipient

Acle Gillies

Professor Richard Toth
Dale Barney

Paul Leishman
Penny Trinca
Paul Pace
Mark Nelson

Wayne Greenhalgh

Governors Water Quality
Individual

Awards

Affiliation/Location

Beaver Watershed

Utah State University
Spanish Fork River
Cub River Watershed

Utah Association of
Coservation Districts
Fremont River

Beaver River Watershed

UACD Animal Feeding
Operation Specialist

§ o

George Burbidge, left (Weber County), hands Acle Gillies, Beaver Countyr, hisaward.
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538-7098. Or write:

......................... Jack Wilbur

Editorial

Cary G. Peterson, Utah Commissioner of Agriculture and Food,
Don A. Ostler, director, Utah Division of Water Quality,
George Hopkin, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food,
Mike Reichert, Utah Division of Water Quality
Roy Gunnell, Utah Division of Water Quality

If youwouldliketorequest anadditional copy, makeacomment or
suggest astory or watershedfocusidea, pleasecall Jack Wilbur (801)

Utah Department of Agricultureand Food
350 North Redwood Road
Box 146500
SLC, UT 84114-6500
E-mall: jwilbur@dtate.ut.us
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Governor's Water Quality Awards:
Educator Achievement in NPS Efforts

Thisisthenewest category tothe
Governor'sWater Quality Awards.
However, theawardscommittee
stressesthatitisavery important
category. Far toooftenenvironmental
educationistaught fromabookina
classroom. Theteachersrecognized
onthispagehaveall started or
significantly advanced outdoor
environmental educationprograms.

Larry White, for example, pictured
below, hasworked withlocal county
extensionagent Mark Nelsonfor
severa yearsnow onthe Beaver
Watershed Day. Over theyears

junior highand high school students

havespenttimeinearly spring
plantingdormantwillowsaongthe
Beaver River and helpingoutwith
other riparianimprovement efforts.
Marilyn Bulkley, afifthgrade

teacher in Panguitch, washonoredfor

starting an outdoor education pro-
gramintheUpper Sevier River

Watershed.

"Theprogramwascreatedto
teach studentsfromtheagesof 9-12,
grades4th-6th about therestoration
and management of theUpper Sevier
River Watershed andthepreserva-

rr (F_: . ‘

|

George Burbidge, left, Weber County, stands with teacher Larry White, right.

tionof our natural resourceinour
areq," saidBulkley." Studentslearn
about thelinksbetweenusesof the
watershed and conservationof its
resources.

Duringthecamp'ssix weeks, 12
classesaretaught. Initsfirst year, the
campincluded 43 studentsandtwo
teachers.

Bulkley got a$5,000 grant from
theU.S. Forest Serviceto put onthe
camp.

Thefinal threeeducator recipients
arefromthesameschool: Spring
Creek MiddleSchool.

Carol White, KrisWhoolery and
Randy Christensencoordinatea
water quality monitoringandrestora-
tionproject every year on Spring
Creek inthe south end of Cache
County.

Theprogram, whichhasbeen
goingonfor several yearsincludes
classroominstructionandwatershed
action. Themonitoringdatacollected
isposted on aweb siterun by Utah
StateUniversity Extension. Students
cancomparetheir datawithdata
collected by studentsin past yearsto
analyzetrends.

Recipient
Larry White

Marilyn Bulkley
Carol White
Kris Whoolery

Randy Christensen

Governor's Water Quality
Educators Awards

Affiliation/Location

Beaver River Watershed

Upper Sevier River

Little Bear -Spring Creek
Little Bear - Spring Creek

Little Bear - Spring Creek

Governor's Water Quality Awards:
Group Achievement in NPS Efforts

Thegroup achievement category
honored groupsjustingstartingin
watershedimprovementtogroupsfar
alongintheprocess.

TheSalt LakeCounty Stormwater
Stormwater Coalition continuestobe
recognizedfor their ongoing
stormwater educationefforts.

INn 1999, thecoalitionlauncheda
newsseriesof advertisementsanda
new approachwith Droplet. A
cartoonanimated water drop, Drop-
let waspart of anew approach: Get a
messagetop adultsthroughtheir
children.

A short video and activity book

withtheDroplet character are
distributedto e ementary school
childrenandteachersareshownhow
toincorporatestormwater education
intotheir mandated coreeducational
curiculum. Theideaisthat thestu-
dentswill takehomewhat they have
learnedtotheir parents. Atthesame
time, atelevisoncommercia with
Dropletinit and anewspaper supple-
ment, bothtargeted to adults, were
rel eased to help precedeor reinforce
themessagecominghomefrom
schooal.

Recipient

Salt Lake County
Stormwater Coalition

Cub River Watershed Group
Weber River Riverkeeper
Spanish Fork River Group

Upper Sevier I&E
Committee

Governor's Water Quality
Group Awards

Location/Affiliation

Salt Lake County

Cache County
Weber County
Sanpete and Utah counties

Kane, Iron, Garfield and
Piute counties
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Rancher Henrie Honored as Upper
Sevier Watershed Effort Takes Shape

AllenK. Henriewearsmany
different hats. Heisthechairman of
theCol or Country Resource Conser-
vationand Development (RC& D)
Council, thechairman of theUpper
Sevier Soil ConservationDistrict
(SCD), Panguitch City Manager,

family manandrancher.

Itisthelasttwotitlesof which
Henrieismost proud.

"We'vedonealot of work here,
but westill havealottodo," Henrie
saidat recent Upper Sevier River
Watershedtour.

Henrieisprovingthat cowsand
creekscan mix at his900 acreranch
abovePanguitch, Utah. Inorder to
mai ntain riparianand pasturehealth,
Henriehasused severa management
tools, includingfencing, irrigation
management, pasturerotationand
lotsof willows.

A recipient of oneof the 2001
Utah Governor'sWater Quality
Awardsfor outstandingindividual
contributionstowater quality, Henrie
talkedfondly and emotionally about
hislatefather'scommitmentto
conservationwhileposingfor aphoto
withhisson, Troy, towhomhehas
passed the conservation message.

Henriegrew upwithnatural
resourceconservationinhisblood.
Hisfather, Konroy, livedand
breathedthestewardship of animals,
plants, soil,water, andwildlife,
Henrierecalled.

Hehascombined several local,
state, federal and privatefunding
sourceswithalot of hardtowork to
becomealeader inthegrowing

Upper Sevier River Community
Watershed effort.
Henrie'spurebred cattlecan still
grazethegrassy stream bankshbut
theirvisitsarecarefully timedand
controlled. That'swhy fencesareso
important. Heislookingforwardto

gettingmorewillowsestablished. He
said he seesaday soon when
Panguitch Creek will providea
hedlthy aguaticenvironmentfor the
fishandotherwildlife.

"I hopeour effortscan bean
examplefor othersintheSevier River
area," Henriesaid.

Henriehasbecomeanimportant
playerinthecommunity watershed
effort that beganin 1998, whenthe
Upper Sevier SCD developeda
processinwhichlocal resource
issues, problems, and opportunities
could beaddressed through acoop-
erativeeffort withinthewatershed.

The SCD wanted to target stake-
holdersincluding privatelandowners,
locdl officials, stateandfederal land
managersto participateintheeffort.

Theeffort got amuch needed
infusionof money whenthewater-
shed was selected asone of 12
watershedsto befunded on ana-
tional scalefromaU.S. Forest
ServiceWatershed Restoration
Program. So far $700,000 hasbeen
committedtotheUpper Sevier
Watershed effort.

Other federal funding hasstarted
tricklinginfromUSDA Natura
ResourcesConservation Serviceand
EPA, under Section 319 of theClean
Water Act.

Award
Governor'sW.Q-individual
Governor'sW.Q-individual
Governor'sW.Q-individual
Governor'sW.Q-educator

Governor'sW.Q-group

Upper Sevier

River Awards

Recipient
AllenK.Henrie land owner
KevinHeaton, Extenson
Susan M cCullaand John Par son,

volunteers
MarilynBulkley, teacher

Upper Sevier | nformationand Education
committe

(Photo to left) Allen Henrieg, right, stands
with his son, Troy, posing for a photo

with his Governor's Water Quality Award.

Henrie, who was not able to attend the
awards ceremoniesin . George,
accepted the honor during a resource
tour of the Upper Sevier River.

Coming in December

More stories about the
Upper Sevier River
Community Watershed
effort.

Theriparian area at Allen Henrie's ranch looks very healthy a year after fencing off
the creek and planting new willows.

TheUtahDivisionof Water
Quality isalsoworkingonaTotal
Maximum Daily L oad planfor the
Watershed.

KevinHeaton, Utah StateUniver-
Sty Extensionagent from Panguitch,
alsoreceivedaGovernor's\Water
Quadlity Awardinthelndividual
category for histirelessworkin
coordinatingtheconservationefforts.

Thewatershed project'sinforma-
tion and education committeewas
recognizedfor agroupaward. Susan
McCullaand John Parsonwere

recognizedfor their outstanding
volunteer work asnewsdl etter editors
andwebsitecoordinators. Finally
fifthgradeteacher MarilynBulkley
wasrecognizedintheeducator
category for her work ininitiatingthe
Outdoor Summer Science School
program.

TheUpper Sevier Community
Watershed effort wastheonly
watershedrecognizedinall three
categoriesduringanawardscer-
emony at theUtah NPSconference.
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